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VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION FORM  

Please grade the activity/s that you wish to take part in  
by entering 1 for the activity you are most interested in,  

2 for the next and so on.  Please put a cross in the box/es  
that you do not wish to take part in. 

HOME-CHECKING  

Visiting prospective new owners in their home to assess their suitability 
for the dog they have expressed an interest in. Please specify the 
area you would be willing to cover. (See Note 1) 

FOSTERING  

You must be able to take any dog, any time for an indefinite period. 
(See Note 2) 

 

 ATTENDING SHOWS  

Taking part, perhaps on a rota basis, or for individual events in selling goods and 
merchandise.  These are frequently weekend events.   
 

 

ASSISTING AT JUMBLE SALES/COFFEE MORNINGS  

Helping to sell goods or serve coffee/teas etc. These are normally held at weekends 

HOME BAKING  

Show off your baking skills by donating your goodies for us to sell at events 

SELLING RAFFLES/QUIZZES.  

Would you be willing to sell tickets and quizzes in your local area 

BAG PACKING  

Occasionally local supermarkets allow us to raise funds by doing a bag pack. 
Normally at a weekend. 

CHARITY SHOP  

Help out when we have the council charity shop in Aberdeen  

COLLECTION CANS  

Can you deliver and collect our collection cans?  

NAME:  
 

 

ADDRESS  
 
                                                                                                            
                                                                                                 Post Code 

 

TELEPHONE NO. 
 
Home........................................Work………………………………….Mobile………………………… 

 

 
E-mail Address  

 

 
AGE:        16 - 25                             25 - 40                              41 - 60                            61 + 
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Dawgs 

6 Smallholdings Whitemyres  

Lang Stracht  

Kingswells 

Aberdeen 

AB15 8PS  Tel: 01224 208989 www.dawgs.co.uk 

 

 
VOLUNTEER NOTES 

 

1. Home-Checking 

This is an essential part of our policy for re-homing a dog.  Our home checker verifies that the 
information supplied to us by the applicant regarding their home and garden is accurate.   Our 
homechecker’s opinion of the applicants suitability for the dog in question is invaluable.  With the 
advent of the website, we now, on the whole, only home-check people who have expressed an 
interest in a specific dog.  In the past we have randomly home-checked to ascertain the applicants 
suitabiltiy for owning a dog.  We then had to keep their details on file until the type of dog they 
required arrived. 

You will be informed of all that we know about the dog and we may give you our opinion of the type 
of home we think might suit him/her.  We also pass on the information the applicant has given to us 
about themselves for you to verify.  You will be supplied with the contact details for the applicant 
and you then make the arrangements directly with them for the home visit.  You do not give the 
applicants any indication of whether or not they will be given the dog, but rather explain to them that 
the final decision lies with the office and that we will contact them as soon as possible.  If this is a 
new venture for you, and you would prefer to visit initially with an experienced home-checker, this 
can be arranged. Througout the first year of ownership, we contact our new families to check that 
all is well.  It may be that you would like to do these follow up checks.  If that is the case, please tell 
us when you are giving the results of your home visit.  

A successful home-checker is someone with lots of common sense.  If you are a dog owner, and 
your dog is sociable and trustworthy, it can often help to take your doggy pal with you.  You can 
observe the applicant’s reaction to your pooch and draw some interesting conclusions!  We also 
have a hints and tips leaflet which is useful to have with you as a prompt for questions to ask during 
your visit.  Our home-checkers thoroughly enjoy visiting our applicants.  It is after all a happy 
occasion with everyone looking forward to welcoming a new family member.   

 

2. Fostering 

Fostering is a very tall order.  Our policy is to ask people to keep their dog with them until a new 
home is found.  However, there are times when this is just not possible.  In these cases our 
preferance for all of our dogs would be to have them in foster care but this is not possible.  We do 
have the  use of two kennel spaces, but these are for emergency use only.  The problem from a 
kennel owners point of view is that the dog may not have been inoculated.  The dogs that we are 
very reluctant to put into kennels are puppies and very elderly dogs, for obvious reasons.  As a 
foster carer you would have to be prepared to take a dog, at often very short notice, perhaps deal 
with the toilet training and other basic training of a young pup and be able to deal with the care of 
elderly dogs.  We will also be unable to say how long the dog might be with you.  It may be as little 
as one night or many weeks.  You will also need the strength to be able to part with your foster dog 
when the time comes.  As you see, a tall order, but a very worthwhile and satisfying thing to do.  
You will be giving a young dog a great start and the elderly one might be getting TLC for the first 
time in ages.  We will take into account your preferences.  For instance, you may only be able to 
take a small dog, or a dog that doesn’t require 10 mile hilkes to keep it happy.  Or vice versa, you 
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may be very active and need the dog to be able to keep up with you!  However, the more specific 
your requirements, the longer it may be before a suitable dog for you to foster arrives.  We must 
stress that fostering should not be viewed as a way of trying out a dog.  As a foster carer your value 
to us is that you can care for and then give up your charge.  Our foster carers must also be 
prepared to undergo a home-check by one of our experienced volunteers, but this can also be 
seen as an opportunity for you to have your questions answered.  It would also be a good time to 
specify the type of dog you might be willing to foster. 

 

3. Attending Shows 

As well as our own D.A.W.G.S.events we also attend shows in different areas to promote the 
charity. At our own events many hands our needed in a variety of ways, from stewarding in the 
show rings to selling merchandise on our stalls. 

When we attend other shows  in Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire and beyond we need volunteers to man 
our stand selling merchandise and making people aware of what D.A.W.G.S. does. 

Shows do tend to be at the weekend but there are some that take place during the week. 

 

4. Home-Baking for events 

You may prefer to be backstage and have a talent for baking things that we sould sell to raise 
funds.  Home baking is often the thing that draws people into coffee mornings and events like that.  
If you are talented in that department and would be willing to donate some goodies we would be 
very grateful. 

 

5. Selling Raffles/Quizzes 

Once a year we have a raffle to help raise funds for us and a few  times a year a bright soul 
makes up a quiz for us. Would  you be willing to sell tickets or quizzes in your local area.  

 

6. Bag Packing 

Occasionally supermarkets allow us to raise funds by doing a bag pack. How good are 
your packing skills ! 

Normally at a weekend. 

 

7. Charity Shop 

Once or twice a year the council lets us have the charity shop in Aberdeen for a week. This week is 
normally quite hectic but good fun. We staff on a rota basis of mornings or afternoons. 

 

8. Collection Cans 

We are always looking for new outlets to have our collection cans. Do you know of any 
shops or businesses willing to take them and would you be able to deliver and collect them 
for us. 

 

 

DAWGS is a totally self- funding charity.  

We receive no grants or subsidies and rely on our committee and volunteers 
to keep our charity going. 

 

THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING TO HELP  D.A.W.G.S. 


